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Politically Neutral Military

As Americans, Air Force members are expected and encouraged to carry out their
responsibilities as citizens. While they are permitted to participate in the political process, there
are restrictions on engaging in partisan political activities. Guidelines set forth what members
can and cannot do in supporting political candidates and issues.

Permissible Activities

A member of the Armed Forces on active duty may:

Register, vote, and express a personal opinion on political candidates and issues.
Promote and encourage others to exercise their voting franchise, if such promotion does
not constitute use of their official authority or influence to interfere with the outcome of
any election.

Join partisan/nonpartisan political club, attending meetings when out of uniform.

Serve as an election official, if such service is not as a representative of a partisan
political party, does not interfere with the performance of military duties, is performed
when not in uniform, and the Secretary concerned has given prior approval.

Sign a petition for a specific legislative action or a petition to place a candidate’s name on
an official election ballot, if the signing does not obligate the member to engage in
partisan political activity and is done as a private citizen and not as a representative of the
Armed Forces.

Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper expressing the member’s personal views on
public issues or political candidates, if such action is not part of an organized letter-
writing campaign or a solicitation of votes for or against a political party or partisan
political cause or candidate. If the letter identifies the member as on active duty the letter
should clearly state that the views expressed are those of the individual only and not
those of the Department of Defense.

Make monetary contributions to political organization, party, or committee favoring
particular candidate/slate of candidates, subject to other applicable law.

Display a political bumper sticker on the member’s private vehicle.

Attend partisan/nonpartisan political fundraising activities, meetings, rallies, debates,
conventions, or activities as a spectator when not in uniform and when no
inference/appearance of official sponsorship, approval, or endorsement is drawn.
Participate fully in the Federal Voting Assistance Program.

DISCLAIMER: This handout has been produced by the office of the Staff Judge Advocate, ESC/JA, Hanscom AFB, MA
01731. This handout is for general guidance only. It is not meant to be a substitute for legal advice and it cannot be cited as
legal authority. Before taking any action, you should consult an attorney for guidance.



Prohibited Activities
A member of the Armed Forces on active duty shall not:

- Participate in partisan political fundraising activities rallies, conventions, management of
campaigns, or debates, either on one’s own behalf or on that of another, without respect
to uniform or inference or appearance of official sponsorship, approval, or endorsement.

- Use official authority or influence to interfere with an election, affect the course or
outcome of an election, solicit votes for a particular candidate or issue, or require or
solicit political contributions from others.

- Allow or cause to be published partisan political articles, letters, or endorsements signed
or written by the member that solicits votes for or against a partisan political party,
candidate, or cause. :

- Serve in any official capacity with or be listed as a sponsor of partisan political club.

- Speak before a partisan political gathering, including any gathering that promotes a
partisan political party, candidate, or cause.

- Participate in any radio, television, or other program or group discussion as an advocate
for or against a partisan political party, candidate, or cause.

- Conduct a political opinion survey under the auspices of a partisan political club or group
or distribute partisan political literature.

- Perform clerical or other duties for a partisan political committee or candidate during a
campaign, on an election day, or after an election during the process of closing out a
campaign.

- Solicit or otherwise engage in fundraising activities in Federal offices or facilities.

- March or ride in a partisan political parade '

- Display a large political sign, banner, or poster on a private vehicle.

- Display a partisan political sign, poster, banner, or similar device visible to the public at
one’s residence on a military installation. _

- Participate in any organized effort to provide voters with transportation to the polls if the
effort is organized by or associated with a partisan political party, cause, or candidate.

- Sell tickets for or otherwise actively promote partisan political dinners and similar
fundraising events.

- Attend partisan political events as an official representative of the Armed Forces.

- Make a campaign contribution to, or receive or solicit a campaign contribution from, any
other member of the Armed Forces on active duty.

- Commissioned officers shall not use contemptuous words.

Common Sense

Activities not expressly prohibited may be contrary to the spirit and intent of the Air Force. Any
activity that may be reasonably viewed as directly or indirectly associating the Department of
Defense or the Department of Homeland or any component of these Departments with a partisan
political activity or is otherwise contrary to the spirit and intention of this Directive shall be
avoided, so use your common sense.

For more information see:
AFI 51-902 & DODD 1344.10
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POWERS OF ATTORNEY
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With some planning, most people can usually handle their own affairs. However, there are
times when you might need someone to act as your agent in your absence, to handle a
particular piece of business. If you appoint someone to act for you, you do so by giving him
or her your power of attorney.

A power of attorney is a legal document that allows another to conduct legal actions on your
behalf (such as selling a house) and can be either special (usually connected with a single
transaction or event) or general (total power over another's legal affairs). Special powers of
attorney drafted to fit specific needs on a one-time basis or for a limited period of time are
usually the best choice. The office of the Staff Judge Advocate is prepared to draft both types
of powers of attorney for those eligible to receive legal assistance.

Basic Information:

Military members are often called away from home on short notice. In such a circumstance,
the proper power of attorney can provide someone with the authority to act on your behalf
and to administer your personal affairs. Your attorney-in-fact may act on your behalf in
handling business, personal, or legal matters. There are three types of powers of attorney:
general, special, and medical (health care).

There is no law or regulation specifying when you must give another your power of attorney.
But another person cannot normally act for you in business or legal matters without receiving
your power of attorney. Thus, if you will be unable to act for yourself due to an assignment or
temporary duty, you should consider using a power of attorney.

General Power of Attorney

A general power of attorney gives your agent the right to conduct financial and legal affairs
on your behalf, including the right to obligate you in a variety of transactions (e.g. buy and
sell property, liquidate bank accounts, and purchase items on credit.) Actions done under
authority of a general power of attorney are treated as if you actually made the transaction.

Warnings
There are two important factors you should consider before you get a general power of

attorney. First, there is no legal requirement that anyone recognize a power of attorney.
Merely because your agent has your power of attorney does not mean that all businesses will
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allow your agent to act on your behalf. Second, even if the general power of attorney is
accepted, your agent may obligate you in a way you never intended and for which you will be
held accountable. The general power of attorney is very powerful and should be used
sparingly.

Special Power of Attorney

A special power of attorney is a limited power of attorney that only provides your agent the
right to act for you to accomplish some specific purpose. Examples include: registering or
selling your automobile or house, paying your taxes, shipping your household goods,
obtaining medical care for your children, and cashing checks. The authority of the attorney-
in-fact is spelled out in the document narrowly defining the areas in which you allow your
agent to obligate you.

For example: Real Estate Power of attorney for real estate transactions require you to
specifically state a legal description (contained in the deed) of the real property (along with
the street address) that you want your attorney-in-fact to buy or sell on your behalf. Your
special power of attorney must state that you specifically authorize your attorney-in-fact to
enter into a sales contract on your behalf and should state that he or she is empowered to sell
only that specific property. If your attorney-in-fact is acting as a buyer for you, the power of
attorney should state that he is authorized and directed to comply with the state recording
statutes by promptly recording the deed after purchase in the court clerk's office in the county
where property is located.

Moreover, whenever a deed is signed pursuant to a power of attorney, both the deed and the
power of attorney should be recorded and thus both need to be executed with the proper
formalities (witnesses and notary).

Medical Power of Attorney

A medical power of attorney authorizes another to make medical decisions for you when you
are unable to make decisions for yourself including the decision not to receive or continue
artificial life support when there is no reasonable expectation of recovery.

Revoking Power of Attorney

A power of attorney is automatically revoked: (1) upon your death, (2) when the termination
date specified in the document arrives, or (3) when you affirmatively revoke or terminate the
power of attorney and thus your agent's powers.

To prevent misuse of a previously granted power of attorney you will need to destroy all
copies of the document, including any copies held by the agent. Notice of the revocation
should also be provided to your creditors. Limit the period that the power of attorney is in
effect to the absolute minimum necessary to accomplish the task. Except in very unusual
circumstances, no power of attorney should be granted for more than one year.

For more infdrmation, contact the Hanscom legal office at 781-377-2361. See also
http://www.wpafb.af.mil/library/factsheets/factsheet_print.asp?fsID=6588&page=1
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